Total intravenous anaesthesia for war surgery.
Total intravenous anaesthesia (TIVA) and target-controlled infusion (TCI) of anaesthesia are techniques that have benefited from recent advances in microprocessor technology and drug design. Though dependant on technology, they offer significant clinical benefits and logistic advantages. Manipulation of complex data derived from population pharmacokinetics has enabled greater understanding of drug handling models, thus enabling individual patient titration of anaesthesia. This has also informed manual techniques of intravenous anaesthesia. These approaches constitute a useful and logical alternative in the field, both in austere circumstances as well as the more established deployed setting. The pharmacodynamics and pharmacokinetics of potent intravenous anaesthesia agents in the complex combat trauma patient require continued examination.